
 
Agence MCA-Morocco  

NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT 

Implementation of a digital information platform on the labor market in partnership with the 

International Labor Organization (lmis-maroc.Stat) 

On November 30, 2015, the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco concluded a second cooperation program 

(Compact II) with the United States Government, represented by the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), 

with the objective to improve the quality of human capital and land productivity.  

The budget allocated by MCC to Compact II, which came into effect on June 30, 2017, amounts to 450 million 

dollars, to which is added a contribution of the Moroccan Government of a value equivalent to at least 15% of the 

American contribution. The global budget will finance, over a period of five years, two projects, namely "Education 

and Training for Employability" and "Land Productivity", the implementation of which has been entrusted to the 

Millennium Challenge Account - Morocco (Agence MCA-Morocco). 

MCA-Morocco hereby gives notice of their intent to award a contract to International Labour Organization (ILO), 

address 4 route des Morillons, CH-1211, Genève 22, Switzerland, on a sole source basis referring to the MCC 

Program Procurement Guidelines (PPG) procedures. The Sole Source Selection without competition may be an 

appropriate method under the circumstances set forth in the clauses P1.B.3.14, P1.B.3.15, P1.B.3.16, P1.B.3.17, 

P1.B.3.18 et P1.B.3.19 (see Annex).  

MCA-Morocco has determined that ILO is the only one responsible source and no other services will satisfy MCA-

Morocco’s requirements from any other firm for the following reasons: 

1. The open-source ".Stat" tool is one of the most advanced statistical information systems currently used 

by the official statistical community including international organizations (OECD, ILO, UNICEF, etc.) and 

countries that have registered considerable progress in the production of official statistical information; 

2. The ILO and the OECD/CC-SIS1 have signed a memorandum of understanding allowing the ILO to make 

".Stat" available free of charge to all countries using Labour Market Information System (LMIS) in 

accordance with ILO recommendations; 

3. The open-source ".Stat" tool is free and the financial charges are limited to the initial investment of 

implementation. The ILO supports all countries wishing to join SIS-CC to use the product and benefit from 

assistance with free upgrades to their LMIS; 

4. SIS-CC promotes a series of values which are aligned with ILO principles, such as partnership (collaboration 

rather than supplier/customer relationship), transparency (information shared openly and transparently 

among members), commitment (to respect the coordinated work plans put in place), industrialization 

(results developed according to best practices in application lifecycle management) and standards 

(encourage and promote standards defined at scale international like SDMX2, GSBPM3, GSIM4 and CSPA5); 

5. The collaborative approach to development, the institution reputation and the number of institutions 

using the software ensure the sustainability of the product and minimize the risk of interruption or delay 

in the implementation of the platform; 

 
1 Collaborative community for statistical information systems (CC-SIS). 
2 Statistical data and metadata exchange 
3 Generic Statistical Business Process Model 
4 Generic Statistical Information Model 
 
5 Common Statistical Production Architecture 



 
6. In addition, the ILO, as an international UN organization, is not in a position to submit tenders through an 

open invitation to tender, but is ready to establish partnerships, negotiated willingly with government 

bodies and / or donors. 

The consulting services required from the ILO have a term of 18 months. 

This is not a request for competitive bids; however, MCA-Morocco will consider responses from all responsible 
firms received by 16 March 2020. Responses must be supported with clear and convincing evidence to clearly be 
able to provide the services outlined in this notice. Any responses received will only be considered for the 
purpose of determining whether to conduct a competitive procurement in lieu of the sole source contract 
described in this notice, and such determination shall be made at the sole discretion of MCA-morocco. 

 
 

Annex: 

P1.B.3.14 Sole Source Selection (SSS) of consultants does not provide the benefits of competition with regard to 

quality and cost, lacks transparency in selection, and could encourage unacceptable practices. Therefore, SSS shall 

be used only in exceptional cases. The justification for SSS shall be examined in the context of the overall interests 

of the MCA Entity and implementation of the Compact and the responsibility of MCC to ensure economy and 

efficiency and provide equal opportunity to all qualified consultants. 

P1.B.3.15 Sole Source Selection may be appropriate only if it presents a clear advantage over competition (a) for 

tasks that represent a natural continuation of previous work carried out by the firm or individual (see paragraph 

P1.B.3.16), (b) in emergency cases, such as in response to disasters and for consulting services required during the 

period of time immediately following the emergency, or (c) when only one firm or individual is qualified or has 

experience of exceptional worth for the assignment. Lack of time to conduct a competitive procurement is not an 

acceptable justification to use SSS. 

P1.B.3.16 When continuity for downstream work is essential, the initial RFP shall outline this prospect, and if 

practical, the factors used for the selection of the consultant shall take the likelihood of continuation into account. 

Continuity in the technical approach, experience acquired, and continued professional liability of the same 

consultant may make continuation with the initial consultant preferable to a new competition, subject to 

satisfactory performance in the initial assignment. For such downstream assignments, the MCA Entity shall ask the 

initially selected consultant to prepare technical and financial proposals on the basis of the TOR furnished by the 

MCA Entity, which shall then be negotiated. 

P1.B.3.17 If the initial assignment was not awarded on a competitive basis or if the downstream assignment is 

substantially 6 larger in value, a competitive process acceptable to MCC shall be followed in which the consultant 

carrying out the initial work is not excluded from consideration if the consultant expresses interest; provided that 

there is no conflict of interest. MCC will consider exceptions to this rule only under special circumstances. 

P1.B.3.18 Any consulting services that cannot be competitively bid shall be justified and documented through the 

use of a Sole Source Form. Once the justification for Sole Source Selection is approved per  Attachment A PPG 

Approval Matrix, the MCA Entity shall request the selected firm or consultant to prepare a proposal using the SBD 

bidding forms and on the basis of the TOR. At the end of the proposal review process, the MCA Entity shall prepare 

a report documenting the results of the review and, if required by Attachment A PPG Approval Matrix, submit the 

report to MCC for its review and approval. The report shall include eligibility checks, technical responsiveness, and 

price reasonableness of the proposal. 

 
6 Substantially is considered 10 percent or above of the initial contract value per Attachment A PPG Approvals 
Matrix 

http://www.mcc.gov/resources/doc/template-sole-source-justification
https://www.mcc.gov/resources/doc/program-procurement-guidelines#attachment-a
https://www.mcc.gov/resources/doc/program-procurement-guidelines#attachment-a


 
P1.B.3.19 For all SSS procurements valued above USD5,000, the MCA Entity, after the contract signature, shall post 

at the MCA Entity’s website or such appropriate website designated by the MCA Entity and approved by MCC, the 

name of the consultant, price, duration, and summary scope of the SSS contract. This information may be published 

quarterly and in the format of a summarized table covering the previous period. In some cases, MCC may require 

the MCA Entity to publish the intent to use SSS prior to entering into a contract and obtain input from the market. 

 


